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least 26 people have been exonerated
through DNA testing funded by the leg-
islation. In North Carolina, for exam-
ple, a man was released after spending
37 years in prison for a double murder
he did not commit. In Virginia, a man
was released after spending 27 years in
prison for violent rapes he did not com-
mit. And in New Orleans, a man was re-
leased after spending 20 years in a
State mental health hospital for an ab-
duction and rape he did not commit.
We must continue funding this critical
post-conviction DNA testing since we
know our system does not always get it
right. It is an outrage when an inno-
cent person is wrongly punished, and
this injustice is compounded when the
true perpetrator remains on the
streets, able to commit more crimes.
We are all less safe when the system
gets it wrong.

As we begin this year’s Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week, I look forward to
working with Senators on both sides of
the aisle to update and reauthorize
both the Victims of Crime Act and the
Justice for All Reauthorization Act.
Survivors and their families deserve
nothing less.

OBSERVING WORLD HEMOPHILIA
DAY

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, today I
wish to celebrate April 17 as World He-
mophilia Day where we recognize the
serious challenges of the 20,000 Ameri-
cans who suffer each day from hemo-
philia and where we raise awareness to
fight for a cure.

Hemophilia is a rare genetic disorder
that prevents an individual’s ability to
form a proper blood clot. Patients with
hemophilia need immediate access to
care and lifesaving therapies. There is
currently an enormous discrepancy in
the level of care available to patients
with hemophilia. While some are diag-
nosed very young and have medical
care throughout their life, most do not
or do not have the access to diagnosis
and treatment they need. As a physi-
cian, I have treated patients with he-
mophilia, and I know how debilitating
the health problems endured by those
living with hemophilia can be. If left
untreated, a bleeding episode can lead
to terrible pain, chronic joint and mus-
cle damage, serious injury, or even
death.

I am hopeful that through attention,
diligence, and raised awareness we
might prevent more complications, un-
necessary procedures, and disabilities
so often caused by these diseases. As
we increase our understanding and
awareness of hemophilia, we also in-
crease our ability to find treatments
and eventually, a cure for this disease.
I'm proud to stand today in support of
all Americans with hemophilia on
World Hemophilia Day.
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70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS VOLUNTARY SERVICE

Mrs. MCcCASKILL. Mr. President, I
ask the Senate to join me today in rec-
ognizing, celebrating, and highlighting
the significance of the 70th anniversary
of the Department of Veterans Affairs
Voluntary Service, VAVS, this year.
This program is one of the largest cen-
tralized volunteer groups in the Fed-
eral Government with approximately
75,000 volunteers providing more than
9.7 million hours of service for our Na-
tion’s veterans during their hospital
stay.

It has been 70 years since this pro-
gram started in 1946. Since then, the
volunteers have donated more than
782.2 million hours of service to support
our veterans. More than 7,400 national
and community organizations support
the volunteers, including support by a
national advisory committee, com-
prising 55 major veteran, civic, and
service organizations who work to-
gether to improve volunteerism in VA.

Keeping up with the VA’s fast-paced
efforts to expand access to care for vet-
eran patients into the community, this
program, too, has strived to continue
their efforts to assist our veterans. The
volunteers serve in many different
ways, including supplementing staff in
hospital wards, community living cen-
ters, outpatient clinics, community-
based volunteer programs, respite care
programs, end-of-life care programs,
creative arts, adaptive sports, vet cen-
ters, veterans homes, national ceme-
teries, and veterans benefits offices.

Just in 2015, the volunteers contrib-
uted a total of 10.8 million hours of
service. The current monetary value of
those hours from all of the volunteers
is more than $250 million. Additionally,
the volunteers and their organizations
contributed more than $105 million in
gifts and donations in 2015, for a com-
bined total value of $355.5 million in
volunteer service and giving.

While the tangible value of these vol-
unteer activities is impressive, it is im-
possible to calculate all of the compas-
sionate care and efforts that the volun-
teers provide for our veterans. These
volunteers are a priceless asset for the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

I ask that the Senate join me in cele-
brating the Department of Veterans
Affairs Voluntary Service on 70 years
of outstanding service to our Nation’s
veterans and wishing them the best in
continuing to serve.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION OF SUPERINTEND-
ENTS OF U.S. NAVAL SHORE ES-
TABLISHMENTS

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize the contributions of the
National Association of Superintend-
ents of U.S. Naval Shore Establish-
ments, NAS NSE, on the occasion of its
100th national convention. Since its
founding near the time of World War I,
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NAS NSE has worked to promote the
welfare of its members and increase the
efficiency of work at Navy yards and
naval stations.

The members of NAS NSE encompass
diverse trades, including shop super-
intendents and senior managers from
engineering, project management, fi-
nancial, business office, facilities, base
operations, and resource management.
Despite their varied backgrounds,
these professionals possess a common
ability to lead, educate, and manage,
as well as a true dedication to the pro-
tection of our country. In particular,
the NAS NSE chapter at Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard is committed to ensur-
ing the Navy’s submarines are main-
tained, repaired, and modernized to the
highest degree in order to fulfill the
Navy’s mission of winning wars, deter-
ring aggression, and maintaining free-
dom of the seas.

As threats facing our Nation increase
and become more complex, the Navy’s
ability to project power and uniquely
provide worldwide presence plays an in-
creasingly critical role in protecting
our national security. As such, it is
critical that our naval fleet is properly
maintained so it can be positioned
around the world where and when we
need it. NAS NSE members play a vital
role in ensuring that our ships are
ready to deploy on schedule and in
good condition.

Over the past 100 conventions, NAS
NSE has worked on many important
issues, including many shipyard safety
and leadership issues. This year, their
efforts continue to focus on empow-
ering shipyard workers to be leaders,
helping new employees to efficiently
achieve proficiency in necessary skills,
and developing innovation in the ship-
yard. Through these and many other
initiatives aimed at increasing the
safety and abilities of its members,
NAS NSE has improved both the lives
of shipyard workers and the efficiency
of our shipyards.

I commend the organization for its
commitment to passing on a strong
and healthy program of naval mainte-
nance, so that future generations can
benefit from a Navy ready to defend
our freedoms. It is an honor for me to
pay tribute to the National Association
of Superintendents of U.S. Naval Shore
Establishments as they celebrate 100
years of meeting to work on behalf of
our shipyard workers and our naval
shipyards.

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I join
my esteemed colleague, Senator SUSAN
COLLINS, in recognizing the 100th Con-
vention of the National Association of
Superintendents of the TU.S. Naval
Shore Establishments, NAS NSE. This
association works diligently to imple-
ment a strong and healthy program of
naval maintenance and modernization
at our naval shipyards, so future gen-
erations can benefit from a Navy that
is always ready to defend our freedom.

I specifically wish to recognize the
work of the NAS NSE chapter at the
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery,
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ME. Maintaining the structural and
functional integrity of our Navy’s sub-
marines enables the United States to
consistently serve and protect our Na-
tion’s interests around the globe, and
the NAS NSE of Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard serves as a paragon of effi-
cient, quality service on behalf of our
Navy’s ships and servicemen. Ports-
mouth has earned a reputation as the
Navy’s Center of Excellence for attack
submarine maintenance, which is a re-
flection of the hard work and deter-
mination of the association to manage
and protect these American treasures
for national security. Through their
consistent dedication and skillful
work, the men and women of Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard play a vital role
in furthering the esteemed tradition of
excellence within the NAS NSE.

Building on over a century of work to
promote our Navy’s strength, this
year’s historic convention focuses on
the national initiative of improving
productive capacity throughout the as-
sociation. This year’s convention will
help to further streamline systems, op-
timize production, and enhance safety
across all the NAS NSE’s operations.
Discussing and implementing improved
strategies will help to ensure the con-
tinued effectiveness of Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard and shipyards all
across the country.

I congratulate the NAS NSE on their
100th convention, and I thank them for
their dedication and hard work on be-
half of our shipyards. I wish them con-
tinued success in the future as the as-
sociation continues to ensure the safe-
ty of our Nation for generations to
come.

———

OBSERVING THE HOLIDAY OF
VAISAKHI FOR THE SIKH COM-
MUNITY

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I wish
to honor and celebrate the holiday of
Vaisakhi, a very important day for
those who practice Sikhism.

The world’s fifth largest religion,
Sikhism was founded over five cen-
turies ago and was introduced to the
United States in the 19th century.
There are over 500,000 Sikh adherents
in the United States.

Pennsylvania is the home of many
proud Sikh Americans, who contribute
and make a positive impact in their
workplaces, communities, and to our
country. They are part of the rich cul-
tural fabric of the Commonwealth.

As a member of the American Sikh
Congressional Caucus, I rise to honor
this community on the holiday of
Vaisakhi. This is an important celebra-
tion for the Sikh community and is
celebrated this year on April 13. On
this day in 1699, Guru Gobind Singh
created the Khalsa, a fellowship of de-
vout Sikhs. Vaisakhi is a festival
which marks this occasion and the
spring harvest.

The Sikh community around the
world recognizes this important holi-
day with parades, dancing, singing, and
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other festivities. Celebrations also in-
clude performing seva, or selfless serv-
ice, such as providing free meals to
others and volunteering for service
projects in their communities.

I am proud to represent the Sikh
community of Pennsylvania, and I wish
the Sikh American community a joy-
ous Vaisakhi.

Thank you.

———

HONORING OFFICER NATHAN
TAYLOR

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of California Highway Patrol Offi-
cer Nathan Daniel Taylor, a beloved
husband, father, brother, son, and
grandson who tragically lost his life in
the line of duty on March 13, 2016.

Officer Taylor was born on January
17, 1981, in Baltimore, MD. His family
later moved to Loomis, CA, where Offi-
cer Taylor was an active member of the
Boy Scouts, earning the highest rank
of Eagle Scout. After graduating from
Del Oro High School, Officer Taylor at-
tended Brigham Young University on a
full academic scholarship and received
a bachelor’s degree in history. He spent
2 years in Venezuela serving as a
church missionary before joining the
California Highway Patrol, continuing
his commitment to helping those in
need. Officer Taylor completed cadet
training in 2010 and was assigned to the
San Jose area office before transferring
to the Gold Run area in 2013.

Colleagues fondly recalled Officer
Taylor’s tremendous service to the
public, offering examples of his self-
lessness and compassion. ‘‘Officer Tay-
lor was the most genuine, honest offi-
cer I knew,” said CHP Officer Josh
Webb. ‘“He would literally give the
shirt off his back for somebody.” His
ability to go above and beyond the call
of duty also earned the appreciation
and affection of the community he
served. In fact, he received so many
thank-you letters from the public that
his colleagues joked that he must have
written them himself.

Officer Taylor truly embodied the
very best of law enforcement, and his
courageous service will be forever re-
membered. On behalf of the people of
California, whom Officer Taylor served
so bravely, I extend my gratitude and
deepest sympathies to his wife, Becky;
sons Preston, Wyatt, and Joshua; par-
ents, Jeff and Linda; brothers Karl,
Collin, and Steven; sister, Sarah; and
grandparents, Karl and Virginia.

————
TRIBUTE TO JANET AIRIS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I join
with the vice chairwoman of the Ap-
propriations Committee, Senator MI-
KULSKI, and the chairman and ranking
member of the Budget Committee, Sen-
ator ENZI and Senator SANDERS, in
honoring Janet Airis on her retirement
after 32 years of distinguished service
to the Congress with the Congressional
Budget Office. Janet is highly regarded
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by both Republicans and Democrats on
both sides of the Capitol for her ency-
clopedic knowledge of the appropria-
tions and budget process and its lexi-
con, her responsiveness to committee
and Member staff, and her dedication
to the nonpartisan role that CBO plays
in the successful enactment of appro-
priations bills year after year. Janet
has been a valuable asset to eight of
the nine CBO directors.

Janet came to CBO in the waning
days of 1983, fairly soon after grad-
uating from Wellesley College. She
joined the scorekeeping unit in the
budget analysis division, which has the
responsibility of tracking and scoring
the appropriations bills at each legisla-
tive stage as well as tracking manda-
tory spending in authorizing legisla-
tion. Janet was hired to assist in main-
taining the database used by the divi-
sion. Janet has worked to keep the
database in sync with the many
changes in the budget process, inte-
grating new categories and methods so
that CBO could accurately tabulate
and report on Federal spending. Janet
started as the scorekeeper for the de-
fense and military construction appro-
priation bills. Over the course of her
career, she also handled the Transpor-
tation, Veterans Affairs, Housing and
Urban Development and Agriculture,
and legislative branch appropriations
bills, in the process gaining a vast
array of knowledge of a substantial
part of the Federal budget.

In 2000, Janet made the transition to
unit chief. For the past 16 years, she
has successfully overseen the analysis
of the President’s budget request for
each of the appropriation bills, the
scoring of the appropriation bills at
each stage, the production and review
of baselines, and the writing and co-
ordination of CBO’s annual report on
unauthorized appropriations and expir-
ing authorizations. Through all of
these tasks, she has been the steady
hand of the scorekeeping unit, gen-
erous with her time and knowledge,
and vital to the smooth functioning of
the budget analysis division. Senate
staff and colleagues have come to de-
pend on her for her ready expertise,
diligence, and attention to detail.

Janet is also famous for sharing her
prodigious baking talent. Every year
she has coordinated the provision of
cookies during the conclusion of the
December baseline, which often coin-
cided with the final days of a congres-
sional session. The appearance of a red-
clothed table outside of the
scorekeeping unit bearing plates of
homemade cookies always brings a
smile to stressed budget analysts
checking final numbers or scoring final
bills.

Janet’s expertise, corporate knowl-
edge, and generosity of time and spirit
will be sorely missed, but she well de-
serves an opportunity to rest after her
years of outstanding service to the
Congress. We are grateful for that serv-
ice, and we wish her the best in the
years to come.
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